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20th Anniversary
Jazz Festival Celebrates
Two Decades of
Swinging Good Music
ow in its 20th year, the WJCT Jacksonville Jazz Festival is a week-long
celebration of great music that
draws thousands of fans to venues
throughout the city. In fact , this
year the Jazz Festival is expected to
attract more than 30,000 people for two days of music at
Metropolitan Park. In addition to international music
stars, the Jazz Festival is known to showcase the talents
of emerging local and regional artists. Festival producers have assembled another first-class lineup including
jazz greats Grover Washington, Jr. and George Benson.
Jazz Festival week, November 6-13 , is jam-packed
with activities , beginning with the Festival Patrons'
Party, Jacksonville & All That Jazz , Saturday, Novem ber 6 at ALLTEL Stadium.
The black-tie gala features
a gourmet dinner, dancing
and the sizzling sounds of
The Flying Neutrinos and
The Jennifer Ray Group.
Then,
on
Monday ,
November 8 , Jazz At The
Ritz-A Tribute To Duke
Ellington takes center
stage to commemorate the
restoration of the Ritz
Theatre and the return of
pianist Marcus Roberts to
the Festival. Roberts , a
Jacksonville native, was

the first winner of the
Great American Jazz
Piano Competition in
1983.
Speaking of the Jazz
Piano Competition, the
historic Florida Theatre hosts the 17th
annual event on Thursday, November 11. Five
outstanding musicians
will vie for cash prizes
and top honors during
one of the country's
most prestigious jazz
piano competitions.
Next, riverfront Metropolitan Park is the
scene for more great
music on Friday, November 12. Internationally acclaimed saxophonist Grover
Washington, Jr. headlines a show that also features
trumpeter Rick Braun and local band Lisa Kelly & J.B .
Scott Jazz 5tet. The evening comes to a spectacula r conclusion with a fireworks extravaganza over the St.
Johns River.
Finally, a full day of excitement begins the morning
of Saturday, November 13. The Mayo Health Plan J azz
on the Run 5K hits the road at 8 :30 a .m . at the J ack sonville Landing. Then it's back to Metropolitan Pa rk
where concert-goers will groove to nearly 12 h ours of
non-stop music, featuring Yellowjackets , The Phil
Woods Quintet, Eric Marienthal , Liquid Soul, Dou g
Carn, George Benson and others.
For details on all Jazz Festival events , call 358-6336
or visit the WJTC Web site at www.wj ct .org/jazz9 9.o:-

When you set out to build your future in the financial
world, just be sure you have the right set of tools. There's
no shortage of financial products out there. But how do
you know what's best for you? At First Union, our trust specialists
will help you define your financial objectives, manage your
portfolio and, most importantly, preserve
and grow your capital. So you can achieve
your long-term goals. Or, if you prefer, your
short-term goals. To find out more, come to the financial
mountain called First Union.
Tom Shaw has 16 years of experience in the financial services industry. A grad uate of
Florida State University and the National Trust Schoo l at Northwestern Unive rsity, he is a
member of the Estate Planning Council and Planning Giving Council of Northeast Florida .
Call (904) 361-5839 or visit us in Jacksonville
at 225 Water Street, Ninth Floor
tom.shaw@firstunion.com
Tom Shaw
Vice President
©1999 First Union Corp.

Jacksonville & All That Jazz
Patrons' Party
WJCT's Jazz Patrons ' Party, a glittering black-tie gala,
launches a week-long celebration of jazz commemorating the
20th anniversary of the WJCT Jacksonville Jazz Festival. The
Patrons' Party is Saturday, November 6 at 7 p.m. at the Touchdown Club at ALLTEL Stadium. Party-goers will dance to the
sizzling sounds of The Flying Neutrinos as well as sway to
the strains of The Jennifer Ray Group, a popular Jacksonville
nightclub band. The party begins with an open-bar cocktail
reception at 7 p .m., followed by dinner with wine at 8 p.m.
and dancing until midnight.
The Festival Patrons' Party is presented by the Atlantic
Builders/WJCT Dream Home 2000 at World Golf Village.
Arrangements for this year's Festival Patrons' Party have
been made by volunteer committee members Jim McCollum,
honorary chairman; Michael Munz, chairman; Jennifer Johnston, Laurie-Ellen Smith, Pat Lee, Randy Goodwin, Susan
Ruckman, Grace Neville, Reggie Stephens and Bob Benoit.
Patrons' Party Package tickets are $175 and include frontstage seating and VIP parking for festival concerts in Metropolitan Park, a ticket to the annual Jazz Breakfast, a commemorative mug and gifts from festival sponsors. Party-only
tickets are $125 . Grand Benefactor tickets are $1,000 a couple and entitle the holder to a limousine ride to and from the
Patrons' Party, a personalized commemorative 1999 Jazz
poster, two tickets to the Great American Jazz Piano Competition, plus VIP credentials for the Metropolitan Park jazz
concerts. Benefactor tickets include two tickets to the Jazz
Piano Competition, a signed and numbered commemorative
1999 Jazz poster, plus full VIP credentials to the Metropolitan Park jazz concerts and cost $500 a couple. For tickets,
call 358-6336.

Jazz At The Ritz-A Tribute To
Duke Ellington
The LaVilla restoration project in Jacksonville is a priority to city residents and businesses alike. The newly rebuilt
Ritz Theatre is at the heart of the LaVilla restoration efforts
and had its grand opening this fall. With this in mind, WJCT
Jacksonville Jazz Festival producers planned Jazz At The
Ritz-A Tribute To Duke Ellington, to commemorate both the
restoration of the Ritz Theatre and the return of Marcus
Roberts to the Jazz Festival. Jazz At The Ritz, presented by
Citibank, will take place on Monday, November 8 . Tickets are

$12 and seating is open
and limited to 400 attendees .
The program for Jazz
At The Ritz will be appropriately filled with a
sense of history, with
music by The Marcus
Roberts Trio beginning at
8 p.m. Roberts , a Jacksonville native and blind
since the age of five, was
the first winner of the
Great American Jazz
Piano Competition in
1983. He has gone on to
enjoy a successful career
as a jazz and classical
pianist with 11 recordings, the first three of which reached No. 1 on Billboard's traditional jazz chart. In honor of the 100th anniversary of Duke
Ellington's birth , The Marcus Roberts Trio will perform
many of Ellington's most-beloved tunes.
Prior to the performance and during the intermission,
attendees will have an opportunity to visit the Duke Ellington
exhibit in the Rit.z Museum. "Beyond Category: The Musical
Genius of Duke Ellington" is a traveling Smithsonian Institution exhibit on display at the Ritz from early October
through mid-November. "Beyond Category" is a freestanding
panel design incorporating photo murals and panels layered
in deep, vibrant colors as backdrops to over 130 historic photographs and documents. The exhibition is comprised of six
sections to tell the complete Ellington story. The video,
Beyond Category: The Music of Duke Ellington, as well as a
creatively housed computer interactive program complete
this multidimensional portrait of the man and his music.
For details regarding Jazz At The Ritz-A Tribute To Duke
Ellington, call (904) 358-6336.

Great American Jazz Piano
Competition
Five of today's finest jazz pianists vie for the honor of winning the 17th annual Great American Jazz Piano Competition, Thursday, November 11 , 7 p.m., at The Florida Theatre.
The names of the five finalists , chosen from approximately
100 international applicants, were announced October 1. On
the evening of November 11 , the finalists will perform before
a renowned panel of judges-including Ellis Marsalis, Benny

Just because a dish
is expensive doesn't mean
it's going to be good.
What you need to know before you
order a satellite dish. First, you have
to lease or purchase the equipment. Then
you could pay up to $200 for installation.
If you want to connect more than one TY,
you'll need to buy even more equipment.
And you won't be able to get local channels
or in-home service repairs.

MediaOne is serving something
special. There's no equipment to buy and
installation is $35 or less. You can enjoy
service to every room in your house at no
extra cost. Plus, local channels are included
and in-home service calls are free.
Order the value and convenience of
MediaOne today. Call (904) 680-8800.

MediaOne®
This is Broadband. This is the way.

Lynne Arriale and Matthew Fries . Former judges include Marian McPartland,
James Williams, Dr. Billy Taylor, Eliane
Elias , Joe Segal, Michel Camilo and
Leslie Gourse.
Reserved seating for W JCT's Great
American Jazz Piano Competition is
available through The Florida Theatre
for $9 (plus a service charge). For ticket information, call (904) 355-ARTS.

Mayo Health Plan
Jazz on the Run
Green, Kenny Barron, Bill Charlap and
Horace Silver-and an audience of
2,000. Each pianist will play a 20minute set. While the judges deliberate,
attendees will be entertained by Peruvian-born vocalist Patricia Saravia, one
of Latin America's jazz celebrities. Also
a composer , Saravia combines the
rhythms of Brazil, Argentina, Cuba,
Costa Rica and Peru for an excitingly
pulsating performance. Saravia also is
considered a romantic balladier and
sings in several languages, including
Spanish, Portuguese and English.
Cash prizes will be awarded to all
five finalists . The first-place winner
receives $3,500 and the opportunity
to play at the WJCT Jacksonville Jazz
Festival 20th an-niversary celebration on Saturday, November 13. The
second-place challenger wins $1,500;
third-place takes $750 and the two
runners-up receive $400 each.
The winner of the 1998 Great
American Jazz Piano Competition
was Arkady Figlin, 35 , an accomplished classical pianist and jazz
composer , pianist and arranger.
Born in Saratov, Russia, Figlin was the
first Russian jazz pianist to win a major
international competition. Other past
winners have included: Marcus
Roberts, Alon Yavnai, Bill Doerrfeld,
Lorraine Desmarais , Travis Shook ,

The Mayo Health Plan Jazz on the
Run, which starts and finishes at the
Jacksonville Landing on Saturday,
November 13 , is now part of the Jacksonville Grand Prix circuit, joining a
corps of elite regional runs. Organizers
of the sixth annual 5K road race have
added a new feature to the race-free
pre-run preparation clinics to help new
runners prepare for the event. The
sports medicine staff at Mayo Clinic
Jacksonville and St. Luke 's Hospital
will conduct the clinics.
There also will be cash awards, music

along the route and an after-run party
at the Landing topped off with door
prizes, refreshments and entertainment
by the band Area 51. The overall firstplace male and female runners will
receive $300; the overall top 10 male
and female runners
will receive 1999
Jazz
Festival
posters and coffee
mugs and Mayo
Self-Care Guides;
the top three male
and female finishers in each age
group will also
receive jazz posters.
Those who run
with a musical
instrument in the

gory will receive a special prize.
Additionally, all entrants receive a
race packet with a Mayo Health Plan
Jazz on the Run T-shirt and race
number as well as other souvenirs.
Corporate teams are encouraged
to participate in the run. High
school track and cross country
teams can enter up to 10 runners for
$50. Children are invited to participate, free of charge, in the one-mile
Kids' Fun Run that begins at 9:30
a.m. at the Jacksonville Landing.
Registration is at 9 a.m. Jaxson De Ville
will warm up participants at 9:15 a .m .
All finishers will receive a ribbon. The
two schools with the highest percentage of students participating in the Fun
Run will receive cash prizes: a $100
first prize and a $75 second prize. The
class with the most students participating will r eceive a free pizza and ice
cream party.
The Mayo Health Plan Jazz on the
Run entry fee is $12 until November 6 ,
and $15 November 7 through race day.
The family fee for up to four people is
$30 through November 6 , and $40
November 7 through race day. Race
packets are available at 1st Place Sports,
3853 Baymeadows Rd., November 10, 11
& 12 and at registration one hour before
the start of the race. For race information, call 739-1917 or 358-6336.
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Highlights from Two
Decades of Great
Music, 1980-1999

1 9 8Q

The City of Jacksonville gave
birth to a new one-day music and seafood
festival held in Mayport, Florida called
Mayport & All That Jazz with special
guests Della Reese, Art Blakey and The
Jazz Messengers, Urbie Green and Buddy

1981

Working closely with Festival producer Mike Tolbert, WJCT Public
Broadcasting produced its first jazz TV
special for PBS featuring headliners Dizzy
Gillespie and The Phil Woods Quartet .
Mayport & All That Jazz was so successful-despite the rain that fell that daythat the town of Mayport was overwhelmed by the crowd. City officials chose
Metropolitan Park in downtown Jacksonville as the new site for 1982.

1982

Mayport & All That Jazz
moved to Metropolitan Park and WJCT coproduced it with the City of Jacksonville.
Maynard Ferguson and his orchestra performed at the first Festival Patrons' Party.
Appearing on stage at the Festival were
Dizzy Gillespie, Della Reese, Marian
McPartland and others. WJCT produced
two national TV specials from the 1982
Festival. Television specials were then
produced annually until 1994.

1983

A new Metropolitan Park
was built in conjunction with the Florida
National Pavilion . The new park and
pavilion were dedicated on national television when WJCT telecast eight hours of
the Festival, newly named Jacksonville &
All That Jazz, live on PBS and NPR. Billy
Taylor and Steve Allen hosted the television production while millions enjoyed
performances by Art Blakey, Buddy Rich,
Wynton Marsalis , Dizzy Gillespie and
more. The '83 festival was the first year of
the Great American Jazz Piano Competi-

tion. The winner was Jacksonville's own Marcus Roberts, while
then 16-year-old Harry Connick Jr. was a finalist.

1984

Jacksonville & All That Jazz continued as a Metropolitan Park tradition and expanded to include a Friday evening of
Dixieland jazz in addition to the Patrons' Party (held on the WJCT
Soundstage) and the Great American Jazz Piano Competition.
Among the many jazz greats performing at the Festival were
Sarah Vaughn, Spyro Gyra and Woody Herman.

1985

WJCT became the sole producer of the Festival and
renamed it the Jacksonville Jazz Festival. The Festival included a
night of Dixieland on Friday and a "Heritage Day" on Sunday. The
Jacksonville Jazz Festival now encompassed an entire weekend
and featured performances by Ray Charles, Tito Puente and the
Duke Ellington Orchestra.

1986

The fourth annual Great American Jazz Piano Competition kicked off the Festival activities. Special EFX, Spyro Gyra,
Branford Marsalis, The Count Basie Alumni Band, Miles Davis and
others performed on Saturday, while Henny Youngman entertained at the Patrons' Party.

19 8 7

Dizzy Gillespie celebrated his 70th birthday on stage
and was joined by Dave Brubeck, George Benson, Al Hirt, Sonya
Robinson, Francois Lindeman and others for Festival activities in
the park.

1 9 8 8 Florida National Bank became the title sponsor of the
Festival, which had a name change to the Florida National Jazz
Festival/Jacksonville. Performers included Louie Bellson, Maynard
Ferguson, Michael Brecker, Bob James, Joe Williams and others.
Paul Shaffer and the World's Most Dangerous Band closed the Festival.

19 8 9

During the Festival's 10th anniversary, jazz-goers
were entertained by Larry Carlton, Chuck Mangione, Rebirth Jazz
Band, Nancy Wilson and the Count Basie Orchestra.

1990

The Festival's name changed back to the Jacksonville
Jazz Festival. The Festival continued to build on its solid base of
excellence with performances by Harry Connick Jr., Ramsey
Lewis, Pat Metheny and Tuck & Patti.

1 9 91

The Festival expanded to include a Wednesday
evening presentation on the WJCT Soundstage. The Great American Jazz Piano Competition moved to a new venue, The Florida
Theatre. Metropolitan Park concerts included performances by Bob
James , Eliane Elias, Diane Schuur, Arturo Sandoval, The Rippingtons, the Chick Corea Elektrik Band and many others.

19 9 2

The Festival's Metropolitan Park concerts featured
Spyro Gyra, The Yellowjackets, Bela Fleck and the Flecktones,
New York Voices and Grover Washington, Jr.

199 3

The "Backstage Cafe Ticket" was added, allowing Festival attendees to jive to the beat behind the scenes. The covered
backstage area became a popular gathering spot that year due to
high winds and heavy rains. Diet Coke came on board as the Jacksonville Jazz Festival's new presenting sponsor. Onstage excitement included Joe Henderson, Rosemary Clooney, The Rippingtons, Richard Elliot and others.

1994

The date of the Festival Patrons' Party was moved
back a week, paving the way for a full week of jazz. Jazz on the
Run, a 5K run/walk that has become a Festival fixture , was added
and featured music along the race route. An additional concert at
The Florida Theatre on Wednesday evening featured the Jim Cullum Jazz Band. The Neville Brothers, Tania Maria, Lee Ritenour,
Joshua Redman, the Duke Ellington Orchestra and Slide Hampton
and the Jazz Masters performed at the Metropolitan Park concerts.

1995

WJCT developed the Jazz in the Schools program,
which was sponsored by AT&T Universal Card Services. This also
was the year the Festival moved the Patrons' Party to the Stadium
Club at ALLTEL Stadium. Additional activities included a Spyro
Gyra concert in The Florida Theatre, as well as a Festival salute to
Louis Armstrong on the WJCT Soundstage. For the first time, a
gate fee (of $5) was charged for admission to the concerts in the
park. Among the jazz greats performing were David Sandborn,
Chuck Mangione, Acoustic Alchemy and Cassandra Wilson.

19 9 6

With activities over nine days, the WJCT Jacksonville
Jazz Festival produced its most ambitious schedule ever. A new
Festival tradition began with Jazz at the Landing-an outdoor concert at the Jacksonville Landing. A full day of concerts at the Mayport Naval Station was presented as a salute to the Festival's heritage and an additional evening of concerts was introduced in
Metropolitan Park. A cold nor'easter blew in, reducing attendance,
but the jazz lineup was still hot. It included George Benson, Diane
Schuur, Buddy Guy, Louis Bellson, Bela Fleck and the Flecktones,
Boney James, Caribbean Jazz Project with Paquito d'Rivera and
many others.

19 9 7

The 18th Annual WJCT Jacksonville Jazz Festival
reunited several of the winners from the past Great American Jazz
Piano Competition during a special weeknight concert aptly named
The Winners' Reunion. Jazz at the Landing continued as a weeknight highlight during jazz week. The Neville Brothers, Roy Hargrove, Gato Barbieri, Cleo Laine and John Dankworth, Larry Carlton and many others highlighted the Metropolitan Park concerts.

1998

In 1998, WJCT added free lunchtime concerts in
Hemming Plaza in Downtown Jacksonville. The Winners' Reunion
returned for a second year, followed by Jazz at the Landing and the
Great American Jazz Piano Competition later in the week. The
Metropolitan Park concerts included performances by The Manhattan Transfer, T.S. Monk, Diana Krall, Monty Alexander, New York
Voices, Paul Taylor and the Robert Cray Band. *

''Good as

Gold"

The official 1999 WJCT Jacksonville Jazz Festival poster, commemorating "20 Swinging Years of Jazz," was created by Ponte Vedra graphic designer Keith Gold, president and creative director of GOLD & Associates. Gold's poster design features art deco borders depicting jazz
players, reminiscent of the early days of the musical art form . The borders frame the pavilion in Metropolitan Park, home of the Festival. In
the foreground is a jazz trumpeter representing the world of jazz today,
symbolizing musicians who have appeared at the Festival such as Dizzy
Gillespie, Miles Davis, Wynton Marsalis, and Maynard Ferguson.
"The WJCT Jacksonville Jazz Festival has enjoyed 20 years of success. During the past two decades many festivals and events in Northeast Florida have come and gone, but the Jazz Festival has not only survived-it's thrived," says Gold. "We wanted to create a poster that
reflected the Festival's prominence and vitality in the community, as
well as one that mirrored the world of jazz. We wanted the design to
swing! "
Gold currently serves as sole proprietor of GOLD & Associates, which
began operations in 1989. Gold's career history includes serving as
director of strategic planning and creative services at some of the
world's largest advertising agencies where he created memorable campaigns for customers such as American Express, Anheuser-Busch, UPS,
McDonald's, and Coke, to name a few. Gold's portfolio includes a U.S.
Postage Stamp , U.S. Olympic poster, promotional materials for Star
Wars and watch designs for Swatch.
The 1999 poster is available at area poster and frame shops, as well as
at WJCT and Festival sites. During the Festival, prices will be $15 for an
unsigned poster and $25 for a signed and numbered poster. After the
event, the prices will increase to $25 and $50 respectively.*
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Jazz Card
Don't Leave
Home Without It
WJCT Jacksonville Jazz Festival has
unveiled a new procedure for this year's
concert-goers: the use of the Jazz Card,
presented by Food Lion and JTA, to
make all Jazz Festival purchases. Festival attendees will exchange their cash
for the Jazz Card , a convenient debit
card to be used for all event spending.
The Jazz Card, which showcases the
20th anniversary commemorative
poster by Ponte Vedra's Keith Gold ,
m u st be loaded with a minimum value
of $5. Cards can be reloaded to increase
the amounts on the balance. All retail
booths will have a computer terminal to
debit the card value, as well as provide
an up-to-the-minute balance.
"The Jazz Card is an opportunity for
us to offer a service that will ease the
flow of traffic and improve customer
service at the gate and at all vendor
booths throughout Metropolitan Park,"
says Vic DiGenti, vice president of special events at WJCT and executive producer of the Jazz Festival.
According to DiGenti , many music
festivals and sporting events across the
country are now offering this service
and the cards are considered collectors'
items. As an added benefit, Jazz Festival attendees are encouraged to complete the Festival survey at the Jazz
Card booths entitling them to a chance
to win the WJCT Jacksonville Jazz Festival grand prize. The winner will be
announced at the Festival on Saturday,
November 13. Any unused funds
remaining on the card will benefit
WJCT . However, festival-goers who
want a refund on the balance may do so
at specific locations before 9 p .m. on
November 13. For more information on
the Jazz Card, call 358-6336.*
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13
Jacksonville Landing
Mayo Health Plan Jazz on the Run 5K ..

8:30AM

Metropolitan Park
Jazz Festival ... ... ...

9:30 AM-11 :00 PM
9:30AM

Jazz Breakfast..
Citibank Jazz in the Schools All-Star Ensemble ..
University of N orth Florida Jazz Ensemble

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6
ALLTEL Stadium, Touchdown Club East

Segue

Jazz Festival Patrons' Party featuring The Flying Neutrinos and
The Jennifer Ray Group ............................ ..... ... ..... .7:00 PM

Yellowjackets . .

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 8
Ritz Theatre, LaVilla
Jazz At the Ritz-A Tribute to Duke Ellington featu ring the
Marcus Roberts Trio .................... ........... ........ ..... . .7:00 PM

9:30AM

Jazz For Kids

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11
The Florida Theatre
Great American Jazz Piano Competition ..

7:00 PM

l 2 45 PM
. .... 1 25 PM

Piano Competition W in ner

2:50 PM

Noel Freidline Quartet

3 20 PM

The Phil Woods Quintet

420PM

Eric Marienthal

540PM

Ya ' Gozo' The Latin Jazz Band ..... .. .. .... ... ...... ..... .... 6:50PM
Doug Carn........... ..

Ritz Theatre, LaVilla

.... 12:05 PM
. .. .. . .

Liquid Soul . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. .

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 10

11 :30AM

George Benson

. .......... .. .. .

. .... .7: 30 PM
840PM

......................... 9:20 PM

Times and artists subject to change. For up-to-date information ,
call WJCT'sJazz Hotline (904) 358-6336 , *JAZZ on a
BellSouth Mobility Phone, or visit the official Festival Web site
a t www.wjct.org/jazz99.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12
Metropolitan Park
Jazz Festival .

..... ... .. ... .6:30-11 :00 PM

Diggin' In Dreamland ..

........................... 6:30 PM

Rick Braun
Lisa Kelly-J B. Scott Jazz 5 tet

7:25 PM
.. 8:30 PM

Grover Washington , Jr ..

9:10 PM

Fireworks Extravaganza

.10:35 PM

ease
The following WJCT Jacksonville Jazz Festival ticket options are available:
• Jacksonville & All That Jazz Patrons' Party tickets
are $175 and include front-stage seating and VIP
parking far Metropolitan Park concerts, a ticket to the
annual Jazz Breakfast, a commemorative mug and
sponsor gilts. Party-only tickets are $125.
• Tickets for Jazz at the Ritz-A Tribute to Duke
Ellington are $12. Seating is open and limited to
400 attendees.
• Reserved seats for the Great American Jazz Piano
Competition are $9 (plus service charge).
• A 20th anniversary $20 special package includes
admission for both Friday and Saturday's (November 12 & 13) Metropolitan Park concerts, a 1999

collector's poster and a Jazz Debit Card is available
through November 11 at WJCT.
• General admission tickets for individual days will
be $8 at the gate. WJCT MemberCard holders will
receive $1 off the $8 admission to Metropolitan Park
if tickets are purchased at WJCT in advance.
• Advance two-day and one-day tickim may be
purchased through November 11 at WJCT, Gate
Food Posts, ABC Fine Wine & Spirits, BellSouth
Mobility and First Union Bank locations. The
advance two-day tickets are $8 each (a savings of
$8). One-day tickets purchased in advance are $5
each (a $3 savings).

• Backstage Cafe tickets are available for seating in
a shaded, covered area behind the stage, located
under the Florida National Pavilion. These tickets
provide access to the backstage pavilion only and
are limited to the first 1,000 sold. Tickets are $25 for
Friday, November 12; $40 for Saturday, November
13 and $55 for both days. These passes entitle the
holder to one free beverage and access to backstage
restrooms. Saturday's Backstage Cafe ticket holders
also are invited to attend a Jazz Breakfast at 9:30
a .m. Backstage Cafe tickets are available only at
WJCT, Jacksonville-area BellSouth Mobility and First
Union Bank locations.

All-Star
The WJCT Jacksonville Jazz Festival is
recognized for featuring world-renowned
musicians and for showcasing emerging
local and regional talent. The performers
for the 20th Anniversary Festival include:
THE JENNIFER RAY GROUP
Vocalist Jennifer Ray has spent
much of her life in the entertainment business. She focused her academic energies on the arts, specifically theater, while attending the
University of Florida (UF). After
leaving UF, Ray's musical and theatrical talents led her to the New
York musical scene , as well as to
jobs in the theme park and cruise
ship businesses. Ray recently relocated to Jacksonville and formed
The Jennifer Ray Group, which is
comprised of talented alumni from
the reputable jazz program at the
University of North Florida. The
group performs at popular local and
regional clubs and festivals, and
recently released its debut album,

Marsalis' quartet. Roberts toured with
the quartet from 1985 to 1991 and

Century of African-American Arts.

The Marcus Roberts Trio performs Jazz At The Ritz-A Tribute
to Duke Ellington Monday, November 8 at 8 p .m . at the Ritz Theatre.

DIGGIN' IN DREAMLAND

Riverside.

The Jennifer Ray Group performs
Saturday, November 6 at 7 p .m . at
the Festival Patrons' Party.

THE MARCUS ROBERTS TRIO
Marthaniel "Marcus" Roberts, a Jacksonville native and blind since the age
of five, was first exposed to music in the
local church where his mother was a
gospel singer. At 12 years old, he began
formal training in piano. Roberts went
on in his college years to major in
music at Florida State University.
Aspiring to a career in jazz, he won
several statewide competitions and
earned plaudits from Florida's governor. At the annual convention of the
National Association of Jazz Educators
in 1982 he won the piano competition.
In 1983, Roberts finished first in the 1st
Annual Great American Jazz Piano
Competition.
In 1985 , Wynton Marsalis invited
Roberts , then 21 , to take over the piano
chair vacated by Kenny Kirkland in

lennium , again received wide critical
acclaim. Marcus Roberts is one of the
most diverse artists of his time . His
most recently released recording, The
Joy of Joplin, is yet another example of
his unique sound and remarkable technical ability. Currently , Roberts has
been touring with his trio and performs regularly as a guest pianist with
some of the best orchestras in the
world. He also is an enthusiastic and
gifted educator who regularly teaches
master classes and workshops . Roberts
has worked with high school and college jazz ensembles and has done workshops and concerts for children of all
ages . He has worked on several recent
television projects , including writing
and recording music for the PBS documentary, I 'll Make Me A World : A

appeared on virtually all of the trumpeter's jazz recordings during that period. Roberts continued to win awards
and recorded six albums for Novus
(RCA). He earned the distinction as the
first jazz musician to have all three of
his first recordings reach No. 1 on Billboard 's traditional jazz chart. His suecess continued when he began recording for Columbia . He was called a
"genius" by Newsweek after the release
of his first Columbia album, Gershwin
Lovers. In June of 1996 , Roberts presented two new recordings, including
the Grammy-nominated, Portraits In
Blue, recorded with a full orchestra. His
other recording , Time and Circumstance, was voted one of the 1 O best
recordings of 1996 by Time magazine.
His 1997 release, Blues for the New Mil-

Diggin' In Dreamland is an energetic eight-piece show band which
pulls audience members out of
their seats and onto the dance
floor . With just under two years of
experience as a performing ensemble , Diggin' In Dreamland has
taken the Jacksonville music scene
by storm. In 1998, it performed for
the Jacksonville Jaguars ' home
games and at the first New Year's
Eve celebration at World Golf
Village. In 1999, Diggin' In Dreamland opened for Kool & The Gang
during the Starry Nights at the
Met concert series . This sizzling
show band is led by guitarist/vocalist
Brian Austin Greene and is fronted by
vocalist Kelley Rees, plus a charismatic
ensemble of keyboard, saxophone,
trumpet, trombone, bass and drums.
Diggin' In Dreamland performs
Friday , November 12 at 6:30 p .m . at
Metropolitan Park.

RICK BRAUN
Trumpeter Rick Braun is one of the
most popular contemporary instrumental artists of our time. He has done
it all, from touring and performing
with industry greats like Rod Stewart
and Tina Turner to winning "Artist of
the Year" and "Album of the Year" (for
Beat Street) from the radio trade magazine, Gavin.
Beat Street propelled him into the

forefront of jazz, becoming the No. 1
smooth jazz album of the year. The
album helped pave the way for smooth
jazz radio to become one of the nation's
most popular radio formats. In 1997,
Braun released the album Body and
Soul, performing all the trumpet and
flugelhorn parts, some of the keyboards, and even contributing vocals to
one track. Braun began playing the
trumpet in third grade in his home
town of Allentown, PA. He later studied composition at the prestigious Eastman School of Music. In 1992 , he was
offered a contract by Mesa/Bluemoon,
setting the stage for his future success
as a smooth jazz trumpet player.
Braun's latest area of exploration has
been in producing instrumental music.
He has produced for artists like Jeff
Golub's two Bluemoon albums, as well
as three Mesa albums by Willie & Lobo,
among others. "I've been fortunate
enough to be accepted by both contemporary and traditional jazz aficionados,
playing at festivals which celebrate
each genre." Braun says , "It takes playing the trumpet a certain way for people to be drawn into it. The way I've
approached playing music has a lot to
do with drawing people in . Elements
of both styles will always be a part of
everything I do."
Rick Braun performs Friday,
November 12 at 7:25 p .m. at Metropolitan Park.

LISA KELLY - J.B. SCOTT JAZZ STET
With a repertoire of timeless standards, obscure tunes and original compositions , The Lisa Kelly - J.B. Scott
Jazz 5tet focuses on spontaneous musical creativity with an edge, capturing
the essence of mainstream jazz with
roots in swing. Trumpeter J.B. Scott,

10290 Philips Highway
880-7632
Complimentary Inte rior Design
Se1vices Available
Co urtesy to the Trade.

The Source for Custom Upholstery,
Distinctive Home Furnishings & Accessories

an instructor at the University of North
Florida, provides swinging, sassy, fiery
lines ... a tasteful balance to the smooth
and silky stylings of Kelly's voice.
Added to this unique duo are the intuitive and intense rhythms of pianist
Scott Giddens . Nicknamed "The Reverend," he "takes you to church" with a
blues song or spiritual. Rick Kirkland
is the consummate drummer with
impeccable timing and supreme tastefulness. From light, airy ballads to blistering up-tempos, he's just as exciting
to see or hear. Bassist Rick Ravelo is
the perfect liaison between the piano
and drums.
The Lisa Kelly - J.B. Scott Jazz 5tet
performs Friday, November 12 at 8:30
p .m . at Metropolitan Park.

GROVER WASHINGTON JR.
For some 25 years, Grover Washington Jr. has been among the most
beloved instrumentalists in popular
music. No saxophonist has managed to
maintain the middle ground between
jazz and R&B with greater style or

grace. Washington's love of music
began as a child growing up in Buffalo,
New York. "After I started playing,"

to watch guys like Jack McDuff, Harold
Vick and Charles Lloyd. My professional life began at age 12. I played a
lot of R&B, blues, and what we used to
call 'gut-bucket.'" When Washington
recorded the best-selling album Breakout with Johnny Hammond, he was
immediately recognized as a major new
influence on the saxophone. His sophisticated, soulful sound developed
throughout the '70s as he released one
hit album after another, landing him
gigs as a headliner in large concert
halls. This opened the door to session
work with top jazz artists like Bob
James and Randy Weston. With the
release of Winelightin 1980, Washington earned recognition as a leading
instrumental master. The Boston Herald-American proclaimed the album, "A
true masterpiece by an artist who has
the ability to combine the better elements of pop , soul and jazz and transform them into a form uniquely his."
Washington says, "I would like to
believe that some of the reasons I've
been around so long is that I don't do
the same thing over and over. I like to
grow, to keep adding another thread to
my musical tapestry." "I'm just staying
true to the things that got me to play
the saxophone in the first p lace," he
adds.
Grover Washington, Jr. performs
Friday, November 12 at 9:10 p.m. at
Metropolitan Park.
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CITIBANK JAZZ IN THE SCHOOLS
ALL-STAR ENSEMBLE
The Citibank Jazz in the Schools AllStar Ensemble, comprised of area high
school students, made its debut at the
Festival in 1995. Led by University of
North Florida music instructor/pianist
Kevin Bales, the ensemble is a result of
a joint education project between the
Citibank Jazz in the Schools program,
an innovative musical outreach program that brings jazz into the classrooms through a series of clinics
taught by professional jazz musicians,
and the WJCT Jacksonville Jazz Festival. This year, nine high schools participated in the program, including: St.
Augustine, Douglas Anderson, Paxon,
Wolfson, Fernandina Beach, Andrew
Jackson, Englewood, Terry Parker and
First Coast. Clinics were held at each
school from March through May to
help students improve as individual
performers and ensemble players. The
clinics were led by professional jazz
musicians , many of whom have performed at past Festivals. They included
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J .B . Scott, Don Zentz, Kevin Bales,
Barry Green, J eff Rupert, Noel Freidline, Reggie Haywood, Bill Prince and
Jim Snidero. Auditions were held during the summer for this year's jazz
ensemble, with students also competing for six $1 ,000 college music education scholarships. Ensemble members who received the scholarships
include Ulysses Owens , Douglas
Anderson ; Brian Johnson , Douglas
Anderson ; Lance Reed , Fernandina
Beach; Michael Valenzano, Wolfsp n ;
Adam Eager, Terry Parker; and Marshall Wildey, Wolfson.
The Citibank Jazz in the Schools AllStar Ensemble performs on Saturday,
November 13 at 11 :30 a.m. at Metropolitan Park.

THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH FLORIDA
JAZZ ENSEMBLE
The University of North Florida
(UNF) Jazz Ensemble has received
tremendous acclaim and is regarded as
one of the premier collegiate bands in
the nation . As the flagship of the
American Music Program at UNF ,
founded 13 years ago by jazz education
pioneer Rich Matteson, the UNF Jazz
Ensemble was named "Grand Champion" at the 1997 National Collegiate
Jazz Festival in Mobile, Ala. , and performed in concert with such jazz
greats as Herbie Hancock, Dave
Brubeck , Arturo Sandoval, Diane
Schuur, Joe Williams, Clark Terry and
Louie Bellson.
The UNF Jazz Ensemble performs
Saturday, November 13 at 12:05 p .m .
at Metropolitan Park.
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Florida-based contemporary jazz
group Segue was founded in 1996 by
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Tell Ya In A Second. This project
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YELLOWJACKETS
As musicians, the Yellowjackets have
traveled down many different paths ,
always staying at the musical forefront
while reinventing themselves stylistically as they matured as an ensemble.
The Yellowjackets consist of Russell
Ferrante and Jimmy Haslip on keyboards and bass guitars, respectively,
and Bob Mintzer on saxophone, B-flat
clarinet and bass clarinet. Their newest
edition is internationally renowned
drummer Peter Erskine. Originating
in the '70s, the group once featured pop
and R&B elements. Over the years, it
incorporated worldbeat rhythms and
added more funk , swing and improvisation. For its third album since resigning with Warner Brothers Records, the
Yellowjackets were looking for a
change of pace. The resulting album,
Club Nocturne, is vocal-oriented and
features stellar performances by special
guests Kurt Elling, Brenda Russell and
Jonathan Butler. A key element of the
band's enduring success is its wideranging interests and numerous outside projects. In addition to working
together, all of the musicians work
independently as session players recording and touring with some of the
top names in the business . Participating in jazz and music education programs world-wide also is a priority for
all of the members.
The Yellowjackets perform Saturday,
November 13 at 1:25 p.m. at Metropolitan Park.

NOEL FREIDLINE QUARTET
The Noel Freidline Quartet is an
acoustic-based jazz group featuring
vocalist Renee Dickerson. The group
has made five well-received appearances
at WJCT's Jacksonville Jazz Festival. Its
repertoire consists of traditional standards (often with a new spin), pop and
non-traditional jazz tunes , as well as
blues. Freidline is a graduate of the
University of North Florida (UNF) and
is as comfortable milking a standard as
he is settling into "down home" blues.
Renee Dickerson, standing only 5'2",
has a voice as big as a house. With 20
years of experience singing R&B, Dickerson made the crossover to the jazz tradition six years ago. "I finally found my
home," she says. Elisa Pruett, bassist
and vocalist, joined the band in 1994.
She is a graduate from UNF along with
drummer Ken Tackett, a recent graduate.
Freidline will act as emcee of the
Great American Jazz Piano Competition

on Thursday, November 11 at the Florida Theatre. In addition, the Noel Freidline Quartet performs Saturday,
November 13 at 3:20 p.m. at Metropolitan Park.

THE PHIL WOODS QUINTET
Phil Woods hails from Springfield,
Mass., and began saxophone lessons at
age 12. After graduation from high
school, he went to New York City and
spent one summer at the Manhattan
School of Music and four years at Julliard studying alto saxophone and clar-
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inet. Woods cites his first influences as
Benny Carter, Johnny Hodges and
Charlie Parker. In the mid '50s, Quincy
Jones hired Woods to play lead alto in
the big band that Dizzy Gillespie took
to the Middle East for the State Department. In 1959, Jones hired Woods in
the same capacity for the musical Free
And Easy, which eventually ended its
run in Europe. In 1968, Woods went to
live in Europe where he formed the
European Rhythm Machine. This
group played all over the world until
1973. Woods then returned to the United States and formed The Phil Woods
Quartet (now Quintet). Two of the original members of that group, Steve
Gilmore and Bill Goodwin, are still with
him more than 20 years later. The list
of musicians and singers with whom
Woods has performed and/or recorded
reads like a "Who's Who of Jazz:" Benny
Goodman, Benny Carter, Clark Terry,
Bill Evans, Oliver Nelson, Thelonious
Monk, Dizzy Gillespie and Charlie Barnet are just a few of those jazz legends.
No stranger to the WJCT Jacksonville Jazz Festival, The Phil Woods
Quartet helped initiate Jacksonville's
jazz celebration in 1981.
The Phil Woods Quintet performs
.Saturday, November 13 at 4:20 p .m. at
Metropolitan Park.
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Alto-saxophonist Eric Marienthal
has inspired the passion of smooth jazz
listeners with a style that incorporates
seductive , funky R&B ; melodic pop;
and the improvisational elements of
jazz. Citing Julian "Cannonball" Adderly-one of the greatest alto saxophonists in jazz history-as one of his chief
influences , Marienthal has in many
ways carried on in Cannonball's great
tradition of exuberant and happy "soul
jazz." Walk Tall , Marienthal's eighth
recording, is a brilliant tribute to Cannonball and features fresh renditions of
songs popularized by Cannonball and
new tunes inspired by his legacy. Born
in Sacramento and raised in Los Angeles, Marienthal's love for jazz was cultivated by listening to masters like Cannonball, John Coltrane, Charlie Parker
and Hank Crawford. He began taking
saxophone and clarinet lessons in
grade school and by the 10th grade was
a star performer in the All-Southern
California High School Jazz Ensemble.
Following graduation, Marienthal went
on to attend the Berkley College of
Music in the late '70s where he majored
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forms Sa turda y , N ovember
13 a t 5 :40 p .m . a t Met rop olitan P a rk.

YA' GOZO' THE LATIN
JAZZ BAND
Northeast Florida's music
culture has been enriched
by the music of Ya' Goza'
The Latin Jazz Band.
The seven-member band
serves up rich Latin-flavored rhythms and has performed at Jacksonville-area
clubs and restaurants since
1994. Ya' Gazo' specializes
in taking jazz standards and spicing
them up with Latin musical styles such
as bossanovas, sambas, salsa s , as well
as Afro-Cuban and Brazilian rhythms .
The group has a percussive style that
has made them a favorite in the Jackson ville jazz scene.
Ya' Goza' performs Saturday, November 13 at 6:50 p .m. at Metropolitan Park.

LIQUID SOUL
Liquid Soul is an intuitively tight
outfit that knows no stylistic limitations. The amalgamation of genres created by the 10-piece group is a blend of
pure musicianship , fierce passionate
fire and the inherent fun of pure dance
groove. Liquid Soul's big start was
playing every Sunday night at
Chicago's Elba Room. Word spread and
soon the band had attracted like-minded followers and lots of attention .
Liquid Soul soon solidified into a
steady working unit and were picked
up and distributed nationally by Miles
Copeland Ark 21. The group relocated
its Sunday night show from the Elba
Room to Chicago's famed Double Door
in Wicker Park. Before long, the group
was getting highly-publicized gigslike playing a t Dennis Rodman's birthday party, and being the only band to
play 1997's Presidential Inaugural
Parade. Liquid Soul's repertoire
extends from classic compositions by
Ornette Coleman and Miles Davis to
excursions on the latest breakbeats . It
continues to bridge the musical gap
between standard jazz improvisation
and urban rhythm. And as always , the
band has stayed true to its roots by continuing to come home each Sunday
night to jam with their fans at the Double Door-bringing jazz back to the
dance floor .
Liquid Soul performs Sa turda y ,
November 13 at 7 :30 p .m . at Metropolitan Pa rk.
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In 1974, jazz pianist/organist Doug
Carn sold more r ecords than Dave
Brubeck or Ra msey Lewis. His compositions and lyric a daptations have been
recorded and performed by many jazz
greats , including Bobbie McFerrin,
Nnenna Freelon, Vincent H erring and
Jennifer Holida y . With the r e-release of
the '70s LPs Infant Eyes, Spirit of the
N ew L and, R evelation and Adams '
Apple on compact disc in the U.S .,
Europe and Japa n , Carn's music is
rapidly gaining ground with new audiences . In addition, the success of two
sold-out concerts in Wa shington D.C .,
a showcase performance a t S .O.B .'s in
New York City, a nd a five-nation Europ ean tour h a s permanently esta blished
Ca rn's musical reputation on the world
stage . In the p a st year , Carn has
brought his music to enthusiastic audiences in New York City , London ,
Atlanta , Savannah and Orlando .
Whether he is featured solo, with his
working quintet or organ trio, Carn
always thrills and a m a zes his audiences.
Doug Carn performs Saturday ,
November 13 at 8 :40 p .m . at Metropolitan Pa rk .

GEORGE BENSON
George Benson is simply one of the
grea test guitarists in jazz history .
Because of his ama zing versatility, he
can play in just about any style-from
swing to bop to R&B to pop-with
supreme taste , a beautiful rounded
tone, terrific speed, a marvelous sense
of logic in building solos , and alwa ys ,
a n unquen ch able urge to swing. He has
won Gra mmy awards for Best Pop
Instrumental , Best R&B Instrumental,
Best Jazz Vocal Performance and Best
Ma le R&B P e rforma nce. His song ,
"Ma squer ad e" from the Breezin ' album
wa s the first song in music history to
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h old t h e No. 1 sp ots on the jazz,
pop and soul ch a rts simulta n eously.
His music career began in
Pittsburgh , where h e won an
amateur singing contest at age
four. At the a ge of eight, Benson
was singing and playing
ukulele on local street corners.
Two years later , he secured a
recording contract with RCA. At
18, after hearing a recording by
the legendary jazz sax player
Charlie Parker, Benson developed a deep love for jazz.
Through his experiences with
the Brother Jack McDuff's
organ trio in the early '60s, Benson met a number of jazz greats.
However , it was guitarist Wes Montgomery who served as Benson's musical inspiration and mentor . Benson's
reputation as a talented jazz guitarist
grew in the late '60s and early '70s .
Much of his best efforts of this time can
be found on six albums he made with
CTI, including the Grammy-nominated
"White Rabbit. " Breezin ', his first album
with Warner Brothers, earned three
Grammy awards in 1976 and remains

the best-selling jazz album of all time.
On his new G RP release Standing
Together, the jazz superstar reminds
his listeners just how evocative his
music can be and how fervent it always
has been. His appreciation for modern
pop is just as deep as his commitment
to jazz.
George Benson p erforms Saturday,
November 13 at 9 :20 p .m. at Metropolitan Park.
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